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WORLD BOOK map 


LUXEMBOURG, LUHK suhm BURG, is one of Eu- 
rope's oldest and smallest independent countries, It lies 
in northwest Europe where West Germany, France, and 
Belgium |meet. Luxembourg covers an area that is 
smaller than Rhode Island, and it has about two-fifths 
as many people as that state. 

Luxembourg is one of the world's most industrialized 
countries; But the heavy industry has not spoiled the 
country's natural beauty. Luxembourg is a land of roll- 
ing hills and dense forests. The whitewashed houses of 
Luxembourg’s small towns and villages cluster around 
ancient ġastles and churches. 

Luxembourg was formed in the 900's. Between the 


1400's and 1800's, Burgundy, Spain, Austria, and 
France ruled Luxembourg. Other European countries 
recognized Luxembourg's independence in 1867. Lux- 


embourg's official name is GRAND-DucHE DE LUXEM- 
French and GROSSHERZOGTUM LUXEMBURG 
n (Grann Ducuy or LUXEMBOURG). The city 
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George, Kish, the contributor of this article, is Professor of 
Geography at the University of Michigan. 
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Governme; t The grand duke (or duchess) of the 
House of Nassau is the chief executive. He or she ap 
points the Cabinet, which is made up of a prime mir 
ister and sever other ministers. Each minister is in 
charge of one or more government departments. Tho 
grand duke or duchess also appoints the 21 members c! 
the Council of State for life. The Chamber of Deputie: 
passes all laws. 

People. Luxembourgers have close cultural ties with 
neighboring Belgium, France, and West Germany. Bu: 
they maintain an independent spirit, as expressed in the 
words of their national anthem, “Mir welle bleiwe wa 
mir sin" (We want to remain what we are”). 

Luxembourgers are prosperous. They have better fors 
and housing and more household appliances than many 
other Europeans have. Ham and fresh-water fish, espe- 
cially trout, are favorite Luxembourg foods. Beer ans 
wine are popular beverages. 

Most people live in charming villages where buildines 
built in the 1900's stand beside those dating from the 
1100's, 1300's, and 1700's. Farmers leave their hon: ve 
early in the morning to drive their herds to pasture anc. 
to work in the fields. 

Almost all Luxembourgers speak Letzburgesch, 2 
German dialect (form). French and German are taugh: 
in the schools. Most books and newspapers are printed 
in German. The courts use French, but French, Ger- 
man, and Letzburgesch are used in parliament, Over 
95 per cent of the people are Roman Catholics. 

The law requires children between the ages of 6 anc 
15 to attend school. Luxembourg has an Internationa! 
University of Comparative Science and several techni- 


FACTS IN BRIEF 


Capital: Luxembourg. 

Ferm of Government: Constitutional monarchy. 

Divisions: 3 districts, cach headed by a comunissioner ap- 
pointed by the national government. 

Head cf State: Grand duke (or grand duchess). 

Legislature: Chamber of Deputies has 56 members who 
are elected by the people to five-year terms. 

Voting Age: 21 (imen and women). 

Local Government: 12 cantons, cach divided into from 
3 to 14 communes. Elected councils head the com- 
munes. 

Languages: Oficial—French, German; Cammon—Letz- 
burgesch. 

Area: 998 sq. mi. (2,586 ki). Greatest Distances—north- 
south, 55 mi. (89 km); east-west, 35 mi. (56 km). 

Elevation: Highest—Buurgplaatz, 1,835 ft. (559 m) above 
sea level, in the Ardennes Mountains. Lowest—435 ft, 
(133 m) above sea level on the Moselle River. 

Population: Estimated 1980 Population 371,000; distri- 
bution, 68 per cent urban, 32 per cent rural; density, 
370 persons per sq. mi. (143 persons per kr). 
1070 Census—3939,841. Estimated 1983 Population 
388,000. 

Chief Products: tyricu/ture—cattle, grapes, oats, potatoes, 
wheat. Mining—iron ore. Manufacturing—ceramics, 
iron, machinery, paints, steel, wine. 

Flag: The flag has horizontal red. white, and blue stripes 
(top to bottom). The colors come from the coat of 
arms of Luxembourg. Adopted 1845, Sce FLAG (pic- 
ture: Flags of Europe). 

Money: Basic Unit—frane. Sec Money (table). W Bk 
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